II. JONATHAN SWIFT1
(1667-1745)

OF English parents, and of a good English family of
clergymen, Swift was born in Dublin in 1667, seven
months after the death of his father, who had come to
practise there as a lawyer. The boy went to school at
Kilkenny, and afterwards to Trinity College, Dublin,
where he got a degree with difficulty, and was wild,
and witty, and poor. In 1688, by the recommendation
of his mother. Swift was received into tin family of
Sir William Temple, who had known Mr.,, Swift in
Ireland. He left his patron in 1694, and the next year
took orders in Dublin. But he threw up the small
Irish preferment which he got and returned to Temple,
in whose family he remained until Sir William's death
in 1699. His liopcs of advancement in England
failing. Swift retunwd to Ireland, and took the living
of Laracor. Hither lie invited nc.stcT Jolmson,
Temple's natural daughter, will} whom lie had con-
tracted a tender friendship while they were Ix>th
dependants of Temple's. And with an occasional visit
to England, Swift now passed nine yc'ars aJ home*

In 1709 ho came to England, and, with a brief visit
to Ireland, during which lie look possession of his
deanery of Saint Patrick, lie now passed (ivc years in
England, taking t]^ most (listin^uihhcd part in the
political transactions which terminated with the death
of Queen Aime. After her death, his party disgraced,
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